[Existential thoughts and religious life of Danish patients].
The purpose of this investigation is to determine whether Danish patients have existential and religious thoughts and if these thoughts are intensified by illness and hospital admittance. Furthermore, we wish to investigate if patients have a higher degree of religious practice during illness and hospital admittance. 480 patient-handled questionnaires containing questions on patients' thoughts about health, beliefs, and religion. Questions on the patients' experience of changes, activities and needs are analysed separately. Patients themselves more often think about the meaning and purpose of life, and have increased religious activities. The largest changes are seen in women and in the patients under 36 years. Danish patients intensify their thoughts about the purpose of life, beliefs, life and death, and become more religious during illness.